
S M A R T  
D R I V E R

Professional drivers state that making a U-turn is not an
acceptable driving technique. When a driver attempts to
make a U-turn, the life of the driver and the lives of
others may be put in danger. It is important to understand
the dangers of making U-turns.

Run-under crashes are one of the most devastating losses a trucking
company can experience. A run-under crash can cost thousands of
dollars in physical damage and personal injury. However, these crashes
are frequently among the easiest to prevent.

Many run-under crashes involve U-turns. A run-under crash caused by
a U-turn is possibly the easiest to prevent…never make a U-turn.
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HOW TO 
AVOID U-TURNS
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In urban areas, find a safe area to turn around. Find an
area where a driver can safely turn around without
endangering anyone. An open parking lot may work well.

On the highway, circle back through other roads. Roads
are interconnected. If a driver happens to miss a turn,
chances are a turn or off-ramp exists a few miles ahead.
Use them to get safely back on track.

Never make a U-turn
Always plan your route well in
advance
Properly monitor the speed of
approaching vehicles
Be aware of what other vehicles are
doing
Install and ensure reflective tape is
in good condition
Avoid backing out onto a roadway
Make frequent, quick glances to
mirrors and windows to monitor the
blind spots around the truck.

RECOGNIZE THE HAZARDS: EXERCISING PROPER DRIVING
TECHNIQUES:

TWO METHODS DRIVERS CAN USE TO GET BACK
ON COURSE WITHOUT MAKING U-TURNS:



This material is intended to be a broad overview of the subject matter and is provided for informational purposes only. Old Republic Insurance Company of Canada does not provide legal advice
to its customers, nor does it advise insureds on employment-related issues. Therefore, the subject matter is not intended to serve as legal or employment advice for any issue(s) that may arise in
the operations of its insureds. Legal advice should always be sought from the insured’s legal counsel. Old Republic Insurance Company of Canada shall have neither liability nor responsibility to
any person or entity with respect to any loss, action, or inaction alleged to be caused directly or indirectly as a result of the information contained herein.
Used with permission by Great West Casualty Company.

Knowledge Verification

1. When a driver makes a U-Turn you are putting others lives in danger?                    
  
2. It is always a good idea for drivers to make a U-Turn when permitted?

3. It is always safe and best if drivers find a safe place to turn around?
                 

Please answer, and forward a completed copy to your Safety Department/Safety Representative.

True

True

True

False

False

False

Driver’s Name: Driver’s Signature: Witness Name: Date:

Online Learning Library

At Old Republic Canada, we value safety and education.

Our online Learning Library is a tool our customers can use to enhance
their training efforts and keep safety on the forefront of their employees’
minds. Below are some additional titles that can be accessed on any
mobile device, computer, or tablet. Simply go to http://orican.infinit-i.net
to get started.

Value Driven Driving:
Module 1 - Preventing Rear-End Crashes
Module 2 - Preventing Loss of Control Crashes
Module 3 - Preventing Lane Change Crashes 
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2.False
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